
 
Firing Fees 2019 - Policies 

 
Firing Fees at Studio Arts Boulder 

  
After researching various ways of covering the true costs of processing ceramic work in our facility without 
dramatically increasing all class fees or charging for open studio times, we have decided to institute a glaze 
firing fee based primarily on the weight of bisqued ware. We looked at methods used by similar community 
studios across the country to create a process and cost that makes the most sense for our program. Rather 
than continuing to charge increasing amounts for clay upfront, we find it more equitable to charge a fee before 
pieces can be glaze fired. This way, folks who are new to clay and make very little product only pay for a space 
in the class, instructional hours, and a minimum charge for material and processing. Those students who make 
more work, utilizing more storage, energy, materials and labor pay a proportional amount for these services. 
  
Firing Fees: (charged per piece) 
● Cost = $1 per pound of bisque-fired ware 
● $2 minimum charge of $0.25 per piece (applies to small pieces loaded individually) 
● “Flat Rate”, additional surcharge for pieces under 2” tall AND larger than 9” in diameter (e.g. plates) 
● Weight will be rounded to nearest ¼ pound (4 ounces) 

  
Weighing and Payment:  
● Pieces will be weighed once, between the bisque and glaze firings. 
● There will be a scheduled weigh-in time, done by staff, once during each class and once during each open 

studio time. Class times will be determined by the instructor and assistants of the class, open studio weigh 
times will be posted with lab hours. 

● $20 and $10 punch cards will be available for purchase and are the only acceptable form of payment 
during weigh-in. Cash, check, credit, and/or gift certificate are all acceptable forms of payment for punch 
card. 

● Punch cards are available for purchase online with registration and in person at the Pottery Lab. 
● Each piece weighed and paid for will receive a 2-part, paper ticket. Students must glue 1 of these onto the 

foot of the piece after glazing. Glue will be provided in the glaze room. 
● Work will not be glaze fired without a ticket attached. 
● Each transaction will be logged with date, artist name, total number of pieces paid for, and corresponding 

ticket numbers (e.g. 584002 - 005). 
  
Clay Fee Changes: 
1st bag of stoneware or recycle - $0, upcharge for specialty clays (bmix, porcelain, terra cotta, etc.) - $5 unless 
otherwise indicated 
2nd and 3rd bags of stoneware or recycle - $20, specialty clays - $25 unless otherwise indicated 
As always, clay purchased or obtained outside of the Pottery Lab will not be fired. 
  
Refunds and Credits: 
No refunds for firing and clay fees. No exceptions. 
Credits may be issued in the event of equipment failure or breakage by staff resulting in loss of the piece. 
Otherwise, no credit will be given for dissatisfaction with firing result. 
 
Questions? Contact Aaron Winston, Pottery Lab Director, at aaron@studioartsboulder.org 
We appreciate your feedback and will make adjustments to this policy as needed. 
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